
+972 02 628-8956 albrightinstitute@aiar.org

Ben Gurion University of the Negev & IAA
Benyamin Storchan

Pontifical Biblical Institute, Jerusalem and Rome
Josef Mario Briffa

> Date: Dec 15, 2025
> Time: 17:00 IST|10:00 EST
> Place: Albright & Zoom
> Post-Event Reception

> Date: Dec 15, 2025
> Time: 17:00 IST|10:00 EST
> Place: Albright & Zoom
> Post-Event Reception

This event will be held at 
the Albright & On Zoom

To join on Zoom, choose one 
of the following options:

1) scan the QR code 
2)  sign In with these details:

Meeting ID: 
841 6313 9145

Passcode:
737296

Rev. Prof Josef Mario Briffa SJ is a Roman Catholic priest and archaeologist. 
He is associate Professor at the Biblical Faculty of the Pontifical Biblical Institute in 
Rome (part of the Pontifical Gregorian University), teaching archaeology, 
geography, and ancient history of the Biblical world. He is also Director of 
Academic Programmes, and Curator of Museum and archaeological collection at 
the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Jerusalem. He is active in the field in Israel and is 
part of the team of the Lautenschläger Azekah Expedition since 2013.

Benyamin Storchan is  a research excavation archaeologist for the Jerusalem 
Region of the Israel Antiquities Authority. He is currently a PhD candidate at Ben 
Gurion University of the Negev, writing a dissertation on the metamorphosis of 
Byzantine churches in the Holy Land during the early Islamic Period. Storchan has 
directed several large-scale excavations, including the Glorious Martyr Excavation 
Project, Pre- and Proto-historic settlements at Eshta’ol, and landscape archaeology 
projects near Bet Shemesh. Storchan has researched oil lamp production in the late 
Roman and Byzantine-early Islamic periods.
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